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effective. Those men lent their influence to the book, re-
viewing it before their congregations and church conventions.
After the book had been out for a year the jacket was
altered slightly by the addition of this sentence: "It has
frequently been said of this strange story that the people
who read it are never quite the same again."
The book evoked an amazing flood of letters from its
readers. These letters came from every state in the Union,
every province in Canada, and from Great Britain. Reading
clubs in Germany studied it. London preachers reviewed it
in their pulpits. It has been translated into many languages.
It has been on the air and on the motion-picture screen. By
a highly conservative estimate two million persons have read
Magnificent Obsession.
Among the queries presented in those letters, several
constantly recurred. One almost always found was this: "Is
the complete Journal of Doctor Hudson available?"
For several years it has been Mr. Douglas's intention to
answer that question in the affirmative.
Doctor Hudson's Secretjournal is not a sequel to Magnificent
Obsession. It is rather an expansion of the philosophy that
made Magnificent Obsession important, illumined by other
experiences of Doctor Hudson's than those recorded in the
novel.
The persons who found inspiration in Magnificent Obsession
will, we believe, feel a deep satisfaction in seeing the tenth
anniversary of that extraordinary book celebrated by the
publication of Doctor Hudson's Secret Journal.